Introduction
Participants in Commission 29 study various aspects of stellar spectra and the information that can be extracted from spectra. The list of fields of interest of the Organizing Committee members suggest some major current research topics in this area are Commission 29 has endorsed several IAU Symposia recently, and our members have been active in organizing and participating in these meetings. In the next section very brief descriptions will be given of these Symposia.
Note that other proposed meetings were favorably considered by the commission, but ultimately were not chosen for IAU Sponsorship. Here is one prominent example. The meeting on Stellar Pulsations and Evolution, with SOC Chairs G. Bono and A. R. Walker, was originally proposed as an IAU Symposium. This commission viewed it favorably but it was not ultimately selected for IAU sponsorship. Happily, the meeting found other funding sources, and took place June 19-24, 2005 . Other official IAU Symposia and Colloquia were endorsed by the related commissions noted above.
